
 
Dormice talk by Steve Marshall 

 

Dave Williams of the Surrey Dormouse Group enthralled a full Therapy Gardens audience with 'tails' 

of these cute and tiny mammals for FNW’s April wildlife talk. The rarely seen Common or Hazel 

Dormouse – just 70mm long and 20 or so grams in weight – are arboreal mammals, relying on 

woodland and their connecting hedgerows. Though widespread in southern England, their populations 

are fragile and the species and its habitat are legally protected. 

 

Called Hazel Dormice for their colour rather than their coincidental fondness for hazel woods and nuts, 

they can be distinguished from other mice by their fur-coated tail. They are agile and well adapted for 

climbing and prefer woodlands with an understorey of touching branches; usually nocturnal, at night 

they climb up into the branches to find a variety of foods including berries, ash keys, crab apples and 

insects. Hazelnuts are often eaten to fatten up for hibernation. Dormice leave distinctive teeth marks on 

nuts – they eat around the hole they make, rather than across it. 

 

With natural nest holes disappearing due to man’s tidying of the countryside, Dormice readily use 

erected artificial nest boxes which also lend themselves to population monitoring (a licence is needed 

to check boxes and handle the animals). They hibernate for up to 7 months - sleeping on the ground in 

a tight ball of grass as the temperature stays more constant at ground level – and can live for up to 7 

years. 

 

Dormice have disappeared from half their historical UK range and numbers have dropped by 75% in 

the last 25 years. Suitable woodlands have become isolated due to hedgerow loss and fewer due to less 

favourable management, and the Dormouse’s sparse distribution of only 8 to 10 animals per hectare 

means local extinctions can happen quite easily. Man-made threats are faced on top of predation by 

squirrels, owls, weasels and cats. Surrey has a small but thriving population and they may live in the 

village’s woodlands and hedgerows, so please do tell us if you find one or suspect a furry tailed 

creature has been eating the hazelnuts! 

Friends of Normandy Wildlife have the following walks in June: 

Saturday 5
th

 June for members only a ranger led walk over Sheeplea’s wildflower meadow in Horsley.  

If you are a member and wish to go, please get in touch with Angela at fnwildlife@gmail.com 

Saturday 25
th

 June – Wild flower walk over Normandy Common led by Gill Woolfson.  A popular 

walk last year so we are holding it again!  Meet at Normandy Common car park opposite Session 

Music at 2.00pm. 

Our evening talks re-start on Monday 12
th

 September 2016 at 7.30 pm. We are planning talks from 

Harper Asprey Wildlife Rescue, a local BTO bird ringer and Invasive Species. 

Normandy is fortunate enough to have Little Owls. The Little Owl Project at www.littleowlproject.uk 

is recording details of Little Owl sightings.  If you see one, please report it with date, time and where 

seen to the above. 

 

Please may we remind you if you find any wildlife in distress, our two local wildlife rescue 

centres are Harper Asprey 01344 623106 or Wildlife Aid on 09061 800132 

 

http://www.littleowlproject.uk/

